
Love came down at Christmas!
“This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10). 
This is a season to rejoice! God loved us before we 
ever knew or loved him and that is the story of 
Children of Hope: children loved before they know 
how to love in return. You make this possible by 
your generous donations of funds and hard work. 
May you have a Merry Christmas and continue to 
spread the love of God in 2019.

Children of Hope Conference 2018
This year’s missionary and staff conference was led 
by Pastor Ron Friesen. We were all very blessed and 
encouraged with his topic “Hope and Awe”. This 
helped us refocus our attention, remembering that 
in our service it is all about God. We felt blessed to 
have his wife, Nancy, join us as well.

Please Pray That God Would…
• accomplish healing in the lives of the children, body
 soul and spirit and that He would fill their lives

• continue to protect the children, volunteers, animals
 vehicles and buildings of each ministry

• bless the outreach of each ministry into the community, 
 that others would know and love Jesus

STORIES OF CHANGE 
Jonathan (13) Brazos de Amistad
Jonathan first attended the 
soup kitchen when he was 
seven. He would fight with the 
other children and often skip 
school. Today, six years later, 
we see a huge change in him. 
He attends church services, is 
very joyful, and shares Jesus 
at his school. In addition, he 
invited three of his classmates 
to come to church. More 
recently, Jonathan started 
coming to our “Homework 
Club” resulting in regular school attendance and an 
improvement in his grades.

The Ancla de Amor Hurricanes
This season of 
swim competitions 
is finished. Our 
Ancla Hurricanes 
did great! The 
swim community 
accepted our team 
into their families 
and they continue 
to rally behind us. 
Swim competitions are a time of character building and 
life lessons for our children. The lessons learned this 
season were in humility, hard work and determination 
to accomplish one’s dreams. Our children know that this 
experience is a blessing from the Lord that requires both 
hard work and thankfulness. Many thanks to all of you 
that made the 2018 season possible for us!

Merry ChristmasHappy New Year

Pan de Vida

We thank God:

 • for our largest graduation class ever. These 10
  students worked very hard to finish high school,
  giving credit to their teacher, Miriam, pictured in
  the center back in red. Now they are ready for 
  college.
 • that all of our children received school and sports
  uniforms in time for school.
 • for the girls’ “femininity” workshops. We installed
  an anonymous question box to allow our women
  to respond to the girls’ questions and guide them
  to Jesus in the workshops.
 • for our celebration on September the 15th of 208
  years of Mexican independence and the spiritual
  freedom we find in Lord Jesus Christ.

Brazos de Amistad
Five months ago, we 
started the “Homework 
Club” and we see great 
changes in the children 
that come every week. At 
first, the children did not 
want to attend school or 
do their homework. Most 
of them have no help at 
home; therefore, they 
had no desire to study or 
learn. Now the children 
come twice a week for 
help with mathematics 
and literature. They are 
excited about learning and week after week, their 
attitudes become more positive.

Check us out on our website at
www.childrenofhope.info

We accept online donations.
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Teach your children to choose the right path and when they are older, they will remain upon it. - Proverbs 22:6

Esperanza para Ti

Because many people travel to “Esperanza para Ti” with 
mission work teams, we invited Dio and Conchita to 
visit British Columbia and Manitoba and speak of the 
persistent labor of love needed to transform angry 
or frightened, abused children into loved, loving and 
contributing members of society. At the same time, we 
wanted them to meet personally those who contribute 
to making their work possible. Brian and Bety gave 
them a tour of the non-profit “Hope for Children” Thrift 
Store in Langley, BC where many volunteers contribute 
their service.

Casa Otomi

It may seem unusual to show a picture of a chain link 
fence surrounding a patch of dirt but this is no ordinary 
patch of dirt. This is a newly acquired piece of land to 
allow the invitation of even more Otomi children to 
come for a Christmas party and much needed gifts 
of clothing, shoes, hygiene items and a toy. An event 
for grandparents to come and receive practical gifts 
follows. Each celebration contains the message of the 
good news of Jesus Christ that truly transforms lives.

Arturo (13) Casa Ammi
Arturo’s grandfather involved 
him in criminal activities 
associated with drug dealing 
against his will. Ordinarily 
the federal judge would send 
him to a Social Rehabilitation 
Center but federal authorities 
observed our “Family Care 
Model” and the judge chose 
to send him to Casa Ammi 
because we provide the 
path to social rehabilitation 
through quality care and warmth. During Arturo’s short 
stay, he is adapting well. He said, “I feel loved, because 
they treat me well and I get to go many places and play 
sports. The one I like the most is soccer”. He is smiling 
because the school recognized him for his participation 
in a first level English course. We continue to pray for 
“Arturo” to be totally reconstructed and adopt new and 
better habits that allow him to live in peace and harmony 
with society.

Dany (18) Pan de Vida
Truthfully, I do not remember 
anything before I arrived 
at Pan de Vida at age 4. I 
heard about Jesus and came 
to know Him personally, 
which changed my life! I 
like everything computer 
related and I am going to 
study “Network Security 
Computing”. Because this is 
something completely new 
for me, I struggle with doubt and feeling alone, but 
people around me encourage me to move forward. 
Through the volunteers, I see God working in my life 
and in this place. Sometimes I feel scared, but if I trust 
God to help me overcome my fears and I work to make 
small advances in learning each day, I know that I can 
achieve my goal and everything will turn out fine.

Ministries Stories
Ancla de Amor

Our intense summer temperatures finally dropped. 
After the heat, the storms arrived. We caught some 
wind and rain but tropical storm “Jorge” hit us hard. 
No electricity for five days - no water, no toilets and 
no lights. Our generators kept our fridge and freezer 
running. Our children continue to thrive under the care 
of Rebecca and Javier. The children are in school and 
most are doing well. The quiet gives Rebecca time to 
catch up on laundry for 17 people! Mike and Helen are 
working to finish the house; prepping floors and tiling 
bathroom showers. We need to buy ceiling tiles, toilets 
and sinks. Septic tank construction is underway. We 
trust the Lord in prayer with our biggest stress, which 
is procedures and materials for the electrical hook-up. 
Finding materials in Sonora is difficult and contributes 
to delays construction.

Casa Ammi
We thank God that 
after training the 
caregivers, Jose and 
Julie, gathering needed 
funds, remodeling the 
house and turning it 
into a space suitable 
for allowing victims of 
child abuse to dream 

again, that we opened the “Casa Ammi North” home. 
With the help of several institutions, Joe and Julie 
arranged the construction of a rainwater cistern to 
irrigate a strawberry greenhouse, which will allow Casa 
Ammi to work toward the goal of being self-sustaining, 
benefiting 24 children. Our “Model of Family Care” is 
proving to be a great success in changing lives.

Carmen (11) Casa Otomi
Because her fellow 
students bullied Carmen 
for three years, her 
mother, Natalia, took her 
to a psychologist. Natalia 
heard about Casa Otomi 
and began to attend with 
her children. There, she 
found a good place to 
develop Carmen’s self-
esteem. Her schoolwork 
is good, she is moving 
forward emotionally, and 
is calm, helps at home, washes her own clothes, 
and is learning to cook. Carmen is looking forward 
to the Christmas sponsorship event (for over 2,000 
children at Otomi House) and every day she asks 
when the festival will be.

Ximena (11) Esperanza para Ti
Ximena and her sister, 
Maria Jose were born 
and raised in Queretaro 
by her mom and dad. 
However, due her father’s 
alcoholism and violence 
towards Ximena’s mother, 
the marriage ended. 
Later, Ximena’s mother 
had a little boy with a 
new partner who also 

abandoned the family. This affected the stability of 
the mother and her little family. This story may sound 
familiar but the reason why Ximena and her little sister 
arrived is that the doctors diagnosed Ximena’s mother 
with advanced throat cancer. Without family support, 
the mother came to Esperanza to see if we would care 
for her daughters while she began treatment. We pray 
that God will have His way in the life of each member of 
this family.

 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress. - James 1:27


