Winter 2014
C

hildren of Hope would like to send a warm Christmas
greeting to you in this festive season as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We wish
you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year.
We give thanks to God for his faithful provision for the
needs of the children’s homes in Mexico, as well as the
needs of the Children of Hope organization. Thank you
for your support!
In November Children of Hope hosted the annual
conference for its Canadian missionaries working at
the orphanages in Mexico. This year it was hosted
in the town of Guanajuato. Frank Martens, a retired
pastor from Abbotsford led the conference focusing
on spiritual strengthening. He focused on the Trinity
and how to improve our relationship with each in our
prayer life. There were three seminars over the two day
conference as well as some down time for everyone.

We are pleased to announce a new Thrift store that is
opening in Langley, BC to support the orphanages of
Children of Hope. It will be called HOPE FOR CHILDREN
the name backwards. The location has been secured,
the volunteers are signing up and stock is already
arriving for the opening in February. We are excited and
we hope you are too! They could use more volunteers.
They have a number of people signed up but could use

more, whether for one shift of 4 hours a week or for help
setting up the store. They could also use some men to
check small appliances and touch up small furniture
items. What a blessing for these children to have
people here in Canada giving of their time to support
this ministry. If you are interested please contact Pete
Arends at arendspoultry@gmail.com

The Children

Juan (Dulce Refugio)

J

uan arrived to
the
orphanage
in 2005 at the age
of 8 with 4 of 7
siblings when his
father went to jail
for drug possession.
Before he came to
Dulce Refugio he
lived on the street
rarely staying at home. Juan knows that living at
the orphanage has been a great blessing and it has
taught him to be disciplined, something that was not
present in his home before the orphanage. He now
helps with the younger boys as a room leader. He has
finished elementary school, junior high school and
currently is studying grade 11. Juan is full of energy
and loves sports. On January 8th Juan will turn 18, he
will take more of a leadership role at Dulce Refugio.
He also wishes to continue his studies. Juan would
like to thank all of you for your prayers and support
given over the past ten years. It has greatly changed
his life.

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is t

Luis Antonio (Esperanza para Ti)

E

veryone at
Esperanza
para Ti calls Luis
by his last name,
Peralta. This is
very common in
Mexico. Peralta
is 12 years old
with attention
deficit problems, as well as physiological and behavioral
problems. He is a boy who many didn’t give much of a
chance of developing well in school. However Peralta
has taken advantage of being at the orphanage and
is advancing well in many areas of his life. He arrived
at the orphanage almost 4 years ago through social
services. He has been taught about his father in Heaven
who loves him and cares for him, a stark contrast from
what he experienced before he came to the orphanage.
We pray the best for him and that God will give him the
strength to continue to do His will in his life.

worked through her life in the 17 years of living at the
orphanage. We give thanks to God for Cecy’s life and the
opportunity to glorify Him through her.
As you may know, Halloween isn’t celebrated much
by Christians in Mexico due to the sinister nature of the
celebrations, even though big businesses are trying to
influence it in a commercial way. There is a lot of focus
on the Devil and Death from October 30 to November
2nd. Instead at Pan de Vida, we focused on spreading
the good news of the Reformation through the actions
of Martin Luther. A number of the volunteers made
costumes and put on a skit about the events leading up
to Martin Luther nailing the 95 thesis on the door of the
Wittenberg church. The children thoroughly enjoyed
the skit since many didn’t know about this part of their
church history.

Update from Pan de Vida

(written by Jeremy Van Beelen)

F

rom September 16
to October 16 Cecilia
Torres had the privilege
to visit Canada. She
came to help promote
Children of Hope and
thank the donors. In
the month that she
was in Canada she
was involved in many
events, fundraisers as
well as visiting some
of the people who
have come down on
short term mission
teams. Cecy shared her
story of how God has

Thank you for the donation of the Lawn Mower to Pan
de Vida through the fundraiser event. Instead of taking
2 days to mow the soccer field, it will take just 2 hours or
less. I seem to have a long list of kids who now want to
take up the lawn mowing duties at Pan de Vida.

Update from Dulce Refugio
(written by Duane Visscher)

T

hings at the orphanage are moving along. We had
two groups in August. The first was a big team of
30 from Indiana. The adults came with their children
to play soccer against the local soccer teams, and also
worked on the basket/soccer court.

Teach your children to choose the right path and when

o look after orphans and widows in their distress. - James 1:27

hope to use this property to build a school, auditorium,
transition houses for the older boys and girls, a large
green-house, fish ponds, and a chicken coop. So you
can see from this list that we have a little work yet to do
in the construction!
Two of our children were adopted out by social
services. We pray that God will bless them as they adapt
into their new families. They will be missed by all of us.

Update from Esperanza para Ti
Team Soccer with a Purpose
The second team was from the Canadian Reformed
Church in Abbotsford, whose main job was to complete
the soccer court. The team also did a lot of painting
in the girls’ dorm preparing an apartment for a new
volunteer named Julie Walker. She moved into the girl’s
dorm in September and is helping taking care of the
younger children.

I

n September a company visited the children of
the orphanage to share some games and a meal.
The children had the opportunity to share with the
visitors about their daily routines and what they learn
from living at the orphanage through the chores and
schooling they receive.
In November, the boys and girls of Esperanza para Ti
had the opportunity to perform a number of dances
that they learned through the classes they received from
a foundation. This organization paid for two paint and
dance classes a week for all the children. The children
had the chance to show off their new found skills at a
special event for all to see.
It is great to see how the children are progressing
artistically through this program.

Finishing pouring the soccer court.
We are sad to announce that we had to say goodbye to two long term volunteers in the past months.
Aaron Toews moved with his family to Queretaro and is
working at the Esperanza para Ti orphanage. Erin Vogel
moved to Sonora and is helping at the Ancla de Amor
orphanage.
Dulce Refugio was also greatly blessed upon receiving
word that the municipal government decided to
donate to the orphanage the property next to us. We

We give thanks also for the Samsung company for
coming to visit Esperanza para Ti. This was their second
time visiting the orphanage this year. Their main job
was a year-end cleaning bee of the property as well
as improving a few details with the buildings on site.
Thank you so much!

hey are older, they will remain upon it. - Proverbs 22:6

Caring for kids
Update from Ancla de Amor
(written by Brian Krahn)

A

s 2014 comes to a close I have forced myself to stop
and reflect on all the ways God has blessed us this
year. 2014 is definitely a year that the Lord had made.
2014 is the year that the Lord brought Ministerios Ancla
de Amor into existence. As a new ministry we have seen
the Lord working in the lives of us, our staff and our
children. We have all learned so much and still have so
much to learn. We recently brought a group of 9 people
together for our Ancla de Amor future development
workshop. This was a huge encouragement and a
blessing to our ministry. It touched my heart to have
people take an interest in our ministry and partner with
us to build towards the future. I am so excited as to what
God has in store for us!
In our existence we have had the privilege of taking
care of 15 children. Most of these cases have been
on a short term basis but we have had 2 longer term
situations. Evan was the First child registered under the
care of Ancla de Amor and he is still currently with us.
We received Evan at the age of 2 months old and he is
currently 1 1/2 years old. We actually had him in our care
before we had our orphanage registered. Abram has
also been with us right from the beginning. We received
him when he was 15 years old and he is now 16.
We are truly thankful for all of you that lift us up in
prayers every day. We couldn’t do what we do without
you.

We need your help! Please consider Children of

Hope with your year end gifts. As most all our funds are
designated for the orphanages or our missionaries; we
can use your help with our overhead costs for the office
in Canada. You can do that online at:
www.childrenofhope.info
on the home page we have set up a donate button for
our General Fund or send cheques to the office marked
General Fund. Thanks for considering this.

Prayer Corner:
• Please pray for the thrift store project that the
Lord will guide the board as they proceed. This is a
new venture for many of them and they need God’s
guidance as they move forward
• Please pray for the directors of the orphanages in
Mexico that God will give them the strength and
wisdom to fulfill the work of caring for the children
who He sends to their homes.
• Please pray for the children in the Homes, during this
Christmas season without their biological parents,
that the Christ of Christmas will fill their hearts.

Keeping Yourself Updated
Follow the Facebook link for our website.

www.childrenofhope.info

Children of Hope accepts ONLINE
donations of Visa and MasterCard
PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford, BC V2T 6R4
Tel: 604.853.6001
brian@childrenofhope.info
www.childrenofhope.info

