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hildren of Hope would like to wish all our mothers
a very special Mother’s Day. We pray God’s blessing
on you in this coming year. Children of Hope is so
blessed to announce that a residential home has been
donated to the charity in Abbotsford, BC. We currently
have been using the basement of this house for our
offices. It is an older home and now we need to start
the process to renovating this place. We are looking for
lots of volunteers so if you have time and/or can donate
materials please let us know. We know God will provide
through many individuals. Looking forward to hearing
from you.

On February 25th, the director of Children of Hope,
Brian Heppner, came to visit Dulce Refugio for two
days while in between teams that he was leading in
Queretaro. The primary reason for this visit was for Brian
to help with cutting the glass for the 82 windows in the
boys’ dorm as well as to see the progress of the home.
Through his help Dulce Refugio was able to complete
one of the projects with the Canadian Embassy as part
of the funding received through the Canada Fund for
Local Initiatives.

The Children

A reminder that Children of Hope has updated their
website. It has a lot of fresh new features, one of which
is the blog. We will be posting all blog and newsletter
updates relating to the orphanages and missionaries on
this website. We highly recommend that you make it a
weekly or daily habit to check the website for updates.
There are notices posted on the Children of Hope
facebook page as well which we recommend that you
subscribe to. We are trying to keep everyone updated
as best we can and realize the importance of this, hence
the update to the website.

Emmanuel, Evelyn, Juan, Wendy & Daniel
(Dulce Refugio)
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The pictured staff of COH counts it a privilege to work
for this ministry.

eet Emmanuel, Evelyn, Juan, Wendy and Daniel,
the newest residents of Dulce Refugio. These five
brothers and sisters were found abandoned in their
house after several months on their own. The oldest,
Daniel, is about 12 years old and was left to care for his
younger siblings. He washed cars, ran errands, and did
other odd jobs to provide food for his family. Wendy, the
oldest sister, is about 10 years old and was the primary
caregiver of the littlest two siblings. She is a sweet

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is t
young lady and a great big sister. Middle brother, Juan,
is nickname Cachetes for his cute, chubby cheeks. The
little princess, Evelyn, is about 4 years old and is a sweet,
cuddly young lady. The baby, Emmanuel, is about 2
years old and had the sweetest, shy little smile. They
are all adjusting well to their new big family and are
recuperating quickly from their lack of care, malnutrition
and lack of love. None of the children have been legally
and officially registered so they do not have birth
certificates. No one really knows how old they are or
when their birthdays are. Here at the orphanage we will
assign them a birthday so we have a day to celebrate
and for these children it will be the day they arrived
here at the orphanage. Would you pray with us for these
5 newest members of the Dulce Refugio family?

leader, which he accepted even though he didn’t
think he had the abilities. God has placed him in many
different ministries and jobs which all gave him much
life experience. Many years ago Freddy asked God to
use him in any way he wished to glorify him, and God
heard him and he now goes where God sends.
Today Freddy is helping in the Pan de Vida orphanage.
He teaches middle and high school, as well as he is in
charge of the halfway house where the young men are
starting their new lives on their own. He teaches them
responsibilities and helps guide them in their transition
to independence. To him the greatest privilege is to be
a servant of God, through serving others. Freddy plans
to be at Pan de Vida until God tells him otherwise. He
is happy serving the children, adolescents and youth
in this home. It is a great privilege to be a part of
transforming the lives of the children in this home.

Update from Pan de Vida
by: Cecilia Torres Carcoba
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Jose Alfredo Mercado Ignacio (Freddy)
(Pan de Vida)
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reddy, as we call him, grew up with his mother until
the age of 5. He was then placed in a group home
with his brother since it was impossible for his mother
to care for them because she worked two to three shifts
in a row in order to pay the bills. Freddy lived about
six years in the Christian house where he became a
Christian. He returned to live with his mother and her
new partner, who became his father. He grew up in the
church and at age 15 began teaching Sunday school,
which he still does today. He began to help with teens
and later was offered the position to become a youth

he teachers at Pan de Vida are always striving to
become better teachers by learning to teach more
effectively to the children. In the month of January, Pan
de Vida hosted a teacher’s conferences on Educational
Care. We were very blessed to have with us Daniel
Aragon and his wife Darling, visiting from Nicaragua, to
lead a three-day conference in which we could continue
to educate in the way God wants us to teach. All the
teachers from Pan de Vida as well as teachers from other
local schools attended this event.
In the months of January and February, Pan de Vida
hosted teams from Manitoba and Waterloo, Ontario.
They were a huge blessing. They took the children on
a special outing to the local Bicentennial Park, they
painted and tiled the kitchen, made a ramp for the
school and they fixed some things in the girls and boys
halfway houses. But most importantly they brought
smiles, hugs, fun, memories, and much love. Many of
these team members have visited many years in a row.
We are grateful to God for their dedication to the work
that is going on at Pan de Vida.

Teach your children to choose the right path and when t

o look after orphans and widows in their distress. - James 1:27
Did You Know?

We give thanks that the building plans for the new boys’
dorm has been authorized. Construction will now begin
soon. We are so grateful! The old boys’ house was not in
good condition, but soon the boys will have their own
house in even better condition. Praise the Lord!
On February 15, 14 youth from Pan de Vida started an
accelerated high school program, also called Prepa.
Under this program these individuals will be finishing
their high school by mid-July of this year. The youth are
being motivated to continue their studies so they can
continue on to university. It is very much a blessing to
all. We thank God for this new opportunity.

Can you imagine not knowing
the date of birth? Well there are
a number of children who arrive
at Dulce Refugio who don’t know this one bit of
important information! Most of the children at Dulce
Refugio arrive through social services, and a number of
these children arrive without even knowing when their
birth-day is. Social services sometimes has difficulty
obtaining this information. The parents of these children
never registered the birth with the government, resulting
in no birth certificate being issued, so at times we to
go to great lengths to try to get this information, even
trying to find relatives to see if they know anything about
the child. This information is important for the child’s
schooling to know which grade he or she should be in,
and for government ID. So you may ask what do we do if
we don’t know the birth date of a child. Well we make one
up or simply make it January 1st. Imagine the self esteem
issues a child has to face without being able to tell his
friends when his birthday is! They have enough things to
go through as it is.

Update from Esperanza para Ti
by Dionisio Mares
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n early December an Abbotsford team did the
paving stones and planter at the entrance to the
orphanage, as well as spending quality time with the
kids.
The team also helped to purchase a new van. With
this new van the children from the orphanage can
be transported to different school events, as well as
to sports, cultural and recreational activities that are
outside the premises of the orphanage.

In April, Pan de Vida and a ladies team from Abbotsford,
BC held a conference for the girls 12+ about 2 Cor 5:17
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!” What a great
reminder for those girls.

they are older, they will remain upon it. - Proverbs 22:6

Caring for kids
On January 10 the Samsung and 30 of its staff members
came to visit the orphanage to devote time to cleaning
up the premises, and sharing time with the children
from Esperanza Para Ti. They also donated some funding
to cover certain fixed costs that the orphanage has.
Chef students from the University of Corregidora
prepared some delicious jams and preservatives as a
project supporting the home. The directors of Esperanza
para Ti and the University also signed a cooperative
agreement at this event.

of the children in the homes in Mexico, that they will
come to have Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
• Pray for the teams that go down this year to Mexico,
so that the Lord will lead in spiritual growth at the
orphanage and back home.
• Pray for protection for the children’s homes, directors,
volunteers, missionaries and Children of Hope.

Keeping Yourself Updated
The following website is at your disposal to learn
more about the Children of Hope organization and its
children’s ministries in Mexico:
Follow the Facebook link for our website.

www.childrenofhope.info

Children of Hope accepts ONLINE
donations of Visa and MasterCard

In late February a group from Manitoba, Canada sent

by Children of Hope visited the orphanage. They came
to help with a number of projects including building
a storage room to store tools, they poured a concrete
slab at the main entrance of the dining room, made
the front door to the girls’ bedroom larger, and they
completed many other projects. But most importantly
to us, we got to know the team members and to share
with them what was going on at Esperanza para Ti. It
was also a pleasure to see some old friends who have
been coming to Mexico for many years with past teams.
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Prayer Corner:
• We give thanks for all the donors and pray for a
blessing in their families.
• Please pray that God will work mightily in every one

Tel: 604.853.6001
brian@childrenofhope.info
www.childrenofhope.info

