Caring for kids
(Brothers team). We are proud to report that Equipo
Brothers won their first point in their soccer league
this past Saturday (October 22). The team pulled off
an impressive 5 – 5 tie. I am not sure who were more
excited, the team members or the spectators (me
included!!). This may not seem like much, but this
was a great achievement. 9 months ago these kids
never played in an official soccer league before. We
are truly proud of our boys! Dulce Refugio has been
truly blessed through Coach Jorge Marques, who
has been training these boys so much more than just
soccer skills. We pray that the team will continue to
be a Christian witness on and off the field. We pray
that God will continue to bless these team members
as they develop their soccer skills, and as they grow
in their walk with the Lord.

Keeping Yourself Updated
The following website is at your disposal to learn
more about the Children of Hope organization and its
children’s ministries in Mexico:
All you Facebookers can now check us

Facebook link from our
website. www.childrenofhope.info
out. Follow the

Children of Hope accepts ONLINE donations
or you can phone us for donations through:

It always takes us by surprise how fast the year goes
by. It is December already! Each year is full of so many
special blessings as well as its share of challenges. But
above all our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is always
faithful! From everyone at the Children of Hope office
and our partner homes in Mexico, we want to wish
you all a very blessed holiday season celebrating the
birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Merry Christmas!

Children of Hope would like to remind you that they
have a new address. Please take note of this address
and phone number change. Thank you!

Children of Hope would like to remind you to please visit
their website to learn more about what is happening in
Mexico through the volunteer blogs, monthly updates
and other information posted on the site.

PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford BC V2T 6R4
Phone: 604 853 6001

SAMPLE THANK YOU LETTER
PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford BC V2T 6R4

Prayer corner:
•

•

•

Pray for the children’s homes in Mexico that they
will be effective in teaching the children under their
care about their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Pray that local companies will be generous in
supporting these children’s homes with donations
of food, clothing, and other material needs.
Pray for the Children of Hope organization that God
will continue to bless others through the work done
at this organization.

Tel: 604 853 6001
brian@childrenofhope.info
www.childrenofhope.info

please don’t forget to send us your e-mail address

Can you consider to sponsor a child?
The children need your help.
Please contact us @ 604 853 6001 or
myriam@childrenofhope.info

(of one of the children)

Apply your heart to instruction and your
ear to words of knowledge. Proverbs 23:12
Written by
Beatriz Casilda Rivera Ortiz (translated)

www.childrenofhope.info

THE CHILDREN
Diego and Yuanel (Dulce Refugio)

Well, I write this letter because I want to thank you for
your time and work. For your effort and all the things
you put in our reach. Thank you for putting your home
aside to demonstrate us an immense love in you.
Thank you for being part of our lives, hope and future.
My name is Beatriz. My birthday is April 9. My favourite
colors are white, black, blue and red. My favourite food
is noodle soup. My favourite subjects are Spanish and
English because I learn more in each one, though
English is difficult, it is important. I like to read, listen
to Christian music, to motivate me and know how to
worship God who is our creator. I have been in Pan
de Vida 2 years. I like to observe nature, especially is
green which is beautiful; and the flowers and animals
which make each day happier. It is beautiful to wake
up and see how great God is and his faithfulness and
each day He shows us his love and mercy. God has
a plan for you and me, and I will pray that God will
confirm it. God loves you.

These are Dulce Refugio´s newest members to the
family, Diego and Yuanel. The boys are from Queretaro,
about a 4 hour drive south-west of Aguascalientes. The
orphanages in Queretaro are full to capacity and the
social services department has been asking Dulce
Refugio to help them out. Diego is 11 years old and in

James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress.

sixth grade. He loves to play soccer and basketball.
His favourite food is spaghetti and macaroni. He
loves candy. He would like to be a professional soccer
player when he is older. Yuanel is 12 years old and in
his first year of junior high. He loves soccer, listening
to music, and eating. His favourite foods are pizza,
and mole (a traditional Mexican chicken dish). When
he is older he would like to study computers. Both
boys are very sweet and polite. They are fitting into
life at the orphanage very nicely. Please pray for these
young men as they continue to adjust to life at Dulce
Refugio.

Lupita, Pepe, and Rosita (Pan de Vida)

Recently Pan de Vida welcomed three new children
to the family. While the circumstances are always sad,
the blessings are always abundant. The oldest girl is
Lupita, the boy is Pepe and the youngest is Rosita.
Their parents were struggling to provide for them to
the point that the kids were homeless, hungry, had
lice, and lacked education. Upon arrival at Pan de
Vida, Lupita was very angry. She was resistant to any
and all rules, and displaying her feelings in evident
ways. Pepe had some separation anxiety as he was
put in the boy’s dorm away from his sisters who were
in the girls’ dorm. Rosita was just plain scared and
confused. Each day we could see progress as they
became more trusting to the volunteers and other
children. It wasn’t long before the sparkle in their eyes
and the bounce in their steps returned. Just this past
Thursday at church, Pastor Justo Hilbrands asked

if there was anyone who wanted to share what they
were thankful for. Everyone was brought to tears when
little Rosita boldly spoke up that she was so thankful
for a family that was so big and loved her so much!

Update from Pan de Vida
(written by: Bobbi Maxwell)

Where does the time go? In our last update we were
getting ready to begin school after having summer
break, and now we are getting ready for school to
be out for Christmas holidays. With each school year
being a step in faith to find people, who are willing to
volunteer their time to minister to the children through
teaching, we again give thanks as God has met the
needs in this area. We were able to divide the classes
into manageable sizes and give special attention to
those who were behind. We are extremely grateful
for those who have responded to the call, whether
teaching or through support, to invest in the lives of
our children.
In September, the Pan de Vida church celebrated
17 years in ministry with a special service of thanks.
Each of the Sunday school classes did a presentation
celebrating God’s faithfulness in provision to not
only the Church, but the Orphanage as well. These
anniversaries give us a great opportunity to reflect on
all that God has done and to focus on the vision He
has given us to continue serving Him.

Our most recent event was the Quinceañera where the
girls who turn 15 are recognized into “womanhood.” It
is the most important day in their lives, often bigger
than a wedding. While allowing the girl’s to remain
true to their Mexican heritage through this tradition,
Pan de Vida turns the day into a spiritual commitment.
It is a time for them to realize that with age come
responsibility and commitment and to seek God and
His word first and foremost. It always gives us great
joy to see them dressed up and embracing the fact
that they are Princesses of the one true King ~ Jesus
Christ!
We welcomed a new volunteer family to the ministry
at Pan de Vida. The family is from Tijuana. The couple
will be the new caregivers and supervisors of the
boys’ dorm. We know they will bring fresh energy into
the relationship necessary to teach the children in
the way they should grow. We also had a volunteer
from Switzerland arrive this semester. In addition
to teaching English classes, she gave afternoon
swimming lessons to the children 10 yrs old and
under. We were amazed at the skills learned through
these sessions.
Now all the volunteers are gearing up for all the
activities that come with the upcoming Christmas
season. It is a time when many organizations and
businesses want to contribute to orphanages. We
know it will be a blessed time as we all prepare to
celebrate the birthday of our Saviour. May God’s
richest blessing be on you all this Christmas.

projects around the orphanage.
Dave Ng from Calgary, BC came down for a short stay,
he has quite a connection with those at the orphanage.
A big thank you to all these people for coming and
serving at Dulce Refugio.

The work continues on the boys’ dorm. We poured the
first floor roof of the dorm. It will take about 4 months to
complete two dorm rooms.
Duane installed the elevator, so now the construction
materials can be brought up to the second floor with
minimal effort.
As I have reported in other newsletters, Dulce Refugio
has its own soccer club called Equipo Brothers

Update from Dulce Refugio
(written by: Jeremy Van Beelen)

Over the past month and a half we had a number of
volunteers visit Dulce Refugio. Chris and Heather
Dirks from Campbell River, Vancouver Island came
to serve at Dulce Refugio. They helped with a lot of
carpentry projects around the orphanage.
Shannon Pauls and Margaret Ezzet visited us from
Maple Ridge, BC. They helped with sanding and
painting one of our visitor suites, as well as other

Teach your children to choose the right path and when they are older, they will remain upon it. Proverbs 22:6

