
PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford BC V2T 6R4

Tel: 604 853 6001 
brian@childrenofhope.info
www.childrenofhope.info
please don’t forget to send us your e-mail address

Children of Hope accepts ONLINE donations 
or you can phone us for donations through:

The following website is at your disposal to learn more 
about the Children of Hope organization and its children’s 
ministries in Mexico:  

All you Facebookers can now check us out. 

Follow the  Facebook link from our website. 

www.childrenofhope.info

Keeping Yourself Updated

Children of Hope would like to remind you that they have a 
new address. Please take note of this address and phone 
number change. Thank you!

PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford BC V2T 6R4
Phone: 604 853 6001

Children of Hope would like to share with you a testimony 
from one of the older girls who lives in one of the orphanages 
they support. 

My blessed life
When I was a 3 or 4 years old my mother worked cleaning 
houses. She got involved twice with the men that she 
worked for my older sister, my mother and I moved to their 
homes because we didn’t have a place to go. With the 
second one beat my mother badly and later on he beat us 
also. It grew worse each day and life became a kind of hell 
for us.

Now I can see that I could have died from my step-father’s 
beatings, hunger, being run over or even by suicide. God 
has watched over my life at all times.

When I was around 4 or 5 years old my step-father abused 
me sexually. I told my mom but she didn’t believe me. Until 
recently I could not understand why God permitted the 
abuse in my life, but He told me that He loves me as I am 
and that He has a perfect plan for me and he has given me 
the strength to carry on, and not only that, but He has also 
given me gifts and talents. He has answered my prayers 
in which I asked Him to make me His servant, and He has 
opened the doors little by little.

When I came to Pan de Vida, I was a rebel at first. My life 
consisted of punishment and bad behavior until God began 
to touch my life. And I decided to let Him take over and this 
allowed Him to do impressive things in my life. I not only 
began to improve in my relationships and my behavior with 
my authorities, but also there was a great change in my 
educational performance (an area in which I never thought 
I would excel in).

God has changed my heart. He can change anyone that is 
willing to surrender all to Him. 

Currently I am serving God by teaching sixth grade at Pan de 
Vida’s on-site school. Today I see His great love in each one 
of my students. I see God working in them. I will never stop 
thanking God for this reason, for the family.

My prayer is that God will continue to use me for His glory. I 
owe Him everything, and for that reason I cannot ignore the 
needs around me.

Karen

Children of Hope would like to remind you to please visit their 
website to learn more about what is happening in Mexico 
through the volunteer blogs, monthly updates and other 
information posted on the site. 

www.childrenofhope.info

THE CHILDREN
Martha, Jan, Vanessa and Dulce (Dulce Refugio)

Martha, Jan, Vanessa and Dulce are the newest members of 
the Dulce Refugio family. These siblings arrived in January, 
2012. Unfortunately we don´t know a lot of their history as 
Social services brought them to us and did not provide that 
information. We assume that they were abandoned and thus 
brought to the orphanage. Martha is 4 years old, her brother 
Jan is 5 years old, Vanessa is 8 years old and oldest sister 

floor to the eating area and help purchase a much needed 
truck for the general operations of the children’s home. 
They are so happy to have received these funds. 

A special thanks to those involved with helping to meet 
these needs.

We are always looking for new teams. If you can see 
yourself helping to put together a team from your area or just 
want to be part of a team please let us know by contacting 
the office by phone or email at brian@childrenofhope.
info . We also have a wish list of trades people needed. 
We need carpenters, mechanics, electricians, tilers, and 
welders. If you have these skills and desire to help now is 
your opportunity. For the snow birds out there looking for 
a warmer climate to winter in, Mexico is it. Come down for 
whatever you can from a month to 6 months we will keep 
you busy. Please contact us if this is a possibility.

Prayer corner:
•	 Pray	for	the	leaders	of	the	children’s	homes	in	Mexico	

that	 they	 will	 be	 good	 stewards	 of	 the	 financial	
resources	that	God	puts	in	their	care.

•	 Pray	for	the	adolescence	in	the	orphanages	that	they	
will	receive	the	support	they	need	for	this	sometimes	
difficult	stage	in	their	lives.	

•	 Pray	 that	God	will	 continue	 to	provide	 the	bodily	
and	spiritual	needs	of	the	children’s	homes	in	Mexico:	
Pan	de	Vida,	Dulce	Refugio,	Esperanza	para	Ti	and	
the	Otomi	home.		

Caring for kids



James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress. 

Teach your children to choose the right path and when they are older, they will remain upon it. Proverbs 22:6

Dulce is 9 years old. Little Martha is an absolute sweetheart. 
She has big brown eyes that sparkle when you look at her. 
She is a happy, smiley girl and a joy to be around. Jan is a 
mischievous little guy. He loves tattling on the other kids but 
he has a fun spirit. He loves playing with cars and playing 
soccer. Vanessa is a tough little cookie. She is the tomboy 
of the bunch. When she first arrived at the orphanage she 
never smiled, she was always frowning and yelling. After 
only a few months of love and attention she has flourished 
into a beautiful little girl with an amazing smile. Dulce, 
the oldest sister and the “mama hen”, is a nice girl who 
is always looking out for her siblings. She loves studying 
and will do great in school. We are so excited to see God 
working through the lives of these children. Please pray for 
them as they continue to adjust to life at the orphanage and 
for complete healing from their past.

Update from Pan de Vida
(written by: Bobbi Maxwell)

February was a month of visitors.  Gillian, a member of a 
short term team with Bobbi Maxwell from 2006, has been 
coming to Pan de Vida every couple of years, and is a child 
sponsor.  Gillian enjoys reaping the benefits of spending 
time with Lupita, and following her journey of what God 
is doing in Lupita’s life. James, a friend of Ira and Bobbi 
Maxwell from their hometown in Nova Scotia, is a licensed 
electrician.  He came with a team on a short term trip last 
spring.  He saw that there were several electrical projects in 
need, so he returned on his own to work on those.  

February ended with a team from Waterloo and Seaforth 

Ontario.  While several of the team members have been 
coming for numerous years, this year we had many coming 
to serve at Pan de Vida for their first time.  As always, it 
is a huge blessing to have teams come and bring new 
energy.   As an outreach they went to the town of Amealco 
to minister to the indigenous Otomi people.  There they 
held a breakfast program, had games and a clinic on dental 
hygiene.  In addition to their hard work and playing with 
the children, the team encouraged the volunteers with their 
fellowship and daily group devotionals. 

The kids & WMB team enjoyed skating in a new ice ring in 
Queretaro.

Update from Dulce Refugio
(written by: Jeremy Van Beelen)

In the middle of January, Dulce Refugio hosted a Mennonite 
team from Manitoba. This team usually comes every year, 
but they couldn’t come last year, so it was great to see old 
and new faces in the team, and to catch up on the latest 
news from the Manitoba area. The biggest project for this 
team was to pour two-thirds of the roof to the second floor 
of the boys’ dorm.  

On February 3rd, Dulce Refugio hosted a FaithWorks team 
from the Canadian Reformed church of Burlington, Ontario. 
The team of 9 stayed for a period of 9 days. This team 
was lead by Nicole Werkman, who has led 4 other teams to 
Dulce Refugio. It was great to have such dedicated leaders 
putting teams together to help the children at Dulce Refugio.

We always like to share about how the children are improving 
and growing. One way this is happening is through the 
soccer team, Equipo Brothers that Dulce Refugio set up. 
Since the start of this soccer team, the team has been 
learning what it means to be a team player, work together, 
and to also meet their responsibilities, such as homework 
and chores. We were happy to share with the team their first 
win. Even though the players are taught that winning isn’t 
everything, it is nice to win a game every once in a while. 
Some of the players have improved so much that they will 
advance to a higher league. Some of the children are also 
practising at Club Necaxa soccer facilities, Aguascalientes’ 
professional soccer team. Jorge Marques, the soccer 
coach, managed to get some scholarships for four of the 
boys to have professional coaches teaching them.

Dulce Refugio just hosted the Langley Canadian Reformed 
church team. The adult team was here till March 2nd. After 
an eventful start with the group van breaking down halfway 
between Guadalajara and Aguascalientes on their way 
from the airport, the team got well into the groove of things. 
It is a great pleasure to host people from my home church, 
not to mention all the Dutch goodies they bring down for the 
volunteers as well!

With all these teams you would expect that a lot would get 
accomplished. Well I think the picture below will prove this. 
We are very happy with the progress of the construction 
project, and we hope to pour the roof to the final floor 
sometime in May or June, funding permitting. Duane 
Visscher and Jeremy Van Beelen would like to thank all 
those who have supported the construction fund over the 
last number of months. Each roof costs about $10,000 
Canadian to pour, so this is a really big one-time expense 
that eats into the funding we receive from Children of Hope 
donors, which limits us in other projects that need to be 
worked on. 

Update from Esperanza para ti
(written by: Ruben Mares)

Esperanza para Ti (Hope for you) received their first mission’s 
team in December of 2011. We hope to see many more in the 
future. We are excited to see how the Lord is going to use 
that ministry to affect the lives of the children in their care. 
The team was able to do a lot of electrical work and put up 
some interior walls and provide funding for them to tile the 


