
Fall 2012Caring for kids

It is such a privilege to update you on some of the 
new things happening through Children of Hope 

ministries. Well on May 14th Children of Hope was 
audited for the first time by the Canada Revenue 
Agency. As you may be able to relate to, we just love 
when CRA comes knocking on our door (sarcasm 
here!!) But truthfully we are thankful that CRA keeps 
us accountable. We continue to strive with excellence 
the call to be good stewards of all what God has made 
us responsible for first to God then you as the donor 
and also CRA. We are pleased to report that CRA is very 
happy with the way this ministry operates. We have also 
become an affiliate member of the Canadian Council 
of Christian charities. This association provides a lot of 
resource to help charities in their work. 

Children of Hope would like to remind you that they 
have a new address. Please take note of this address 
and phone number change. Thank you! 

PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford BC V2T 6R4

phone 604 853 6001

Children of Hope had to say goodbye to a number 
of their volunteers. Skip Hiebert returned to Canada 
and Bobbi and Ira Maxwell are starting a new call in 
Columbia with the Orphanos foundation. We pray that 
God will bless these individuals as they take up their 
calling in other parts of this world. They will be missed. 

The Children
Erika Salas (Pan de Vida)

Erika Salas arrived at Pan de Vida home at the age 
of 14. Previously she had been in another of our 

orphanages Dulce Refugio in Ags. She has been with 
us for 7 years. We have seen the hand of God on her 
in a wonderful way, how God has transformed her life 

Prayer Corner:

•  Pray that God will continue to provide the bodily 
and spiritual needs of the children’s homes in Mexico: 
Pan de Vida, Dulce Refugio, Esperanza para Ti and the 
Otomi House.
•  Pray for faithful, long-term volunteers, Mexican and 
Foreign, to help in the Children’s homes in Mexico. 
•  Pray for protection from the schemes of the devil 
to try to frustrate the work that God is doing in the 
children homes in Mexico. 

Keeping Yourself Updated

The following website is at your disposal to learn 
more about the Children of Hope organization and its 
children’s ministries in Mexico: 

                     Follow the Facebook link fro our website.

www.childrenofhope.info

Children of Hope accepts ONLINE
 donations of Visa and MasterCard 

PO Box 2643 Stn. A
Abbotsford, BC V2T 6R4

Tel: 604.853.6001
brian@childrenofhope.info
www.childrenofhope.info

of the end of the school year ceremonies there was a 
traditional dance which one of our girls named Lupita 
participated in. She happened to be one of the children 
who got good grades this year.
  We are happy to have the floor tiled in the main 
entrance of the home. It is now a lot easier to clean this 
area. This project was completed in the second week of 
July.
   Esperanza para Ti was visited by two churches in the 
month of July, The one church was called the Christian 
church of house of prayer and the other was called 
the New life church. The children praised and glorified 
God in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ alongside the 
members of these churches.
     From July 23rd to 29th, twenty of our children attended 
a summer bible school organized by the Methodist 
Church. At the conclusion of this week, the children 
were involved in an outreach in the José María sports 
complex. The children spent a full day playing sports, 
with children and adults playing together and sharing 
food with those who came. The end of this summer 
school was on a Sunday where the orphanage children 
had the opportunity to share what they learned at the 
summer school. 

making her a woman of God. We are so happy, so grateful 
to God for giving us the privilege of seeing the transition 
from Erika the girl to Erika the woman. On August 28 
Erika and Martin got married. We cannot believe, our 
Erika is married! What a joy and blessing! God we are 
so grateful, we praise you because marvelous are thy 
works; We are amazed and our soul is over joyed. 
We pray for this new marriage, that God may be glorified. 
Glory to God! 

C

Sabina, Mariza and Hugo (Dulce refugio)  

Sabina, Mariza and Hugo are some of the newest 
residents to Dulce Refugio. They arrived about in late 

April and have adjusted well to life at the orphanage. 
Sabina, the oldest sister, is 12years old. Her birthday is 
April 6th. She loves to dance, read, and skip rope. Her 
favourite food is hamburgers. She will be going to grade 
6 this year and is excited to start school with her new 
friends. Her younger siblings, Mariza and Hugo, are 8 year 
old twins. Mariza is a very sweet young lady that loves 
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Congratulations Erika and Martin!



 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is to look after orphans and widows in their distress. - James 1:27

Teach your children to choose the right path and when they are older, they will remain upon it. - Proverbs 22:6

decorations, and much more. This was the opportunity 
for Dulce Refugio to thank the many Mexican and 
foreign companies who have donated time and 
resources to this children’s ministry over the years. For 
example, one company has been giving five or more 
kilograms of tortillas to the orphanage every day for the 
past 10 years. A local doctor has also been giving free 
consultations for the children over the past 10 years. 
Not to mention Children of Hope, Samaritan’s Purse, 
the Canadian and New Zealand embassies, Orphanos, 
and the many teams and individuals who have come to 
put their time and money into the children’s ministry. 
THANK YOU!!
    The children participated in this event by singing a 
number of songs and putting on a number of skits. They 
also made personal medals to give to Marce, thanking 
her for all what she has done for them. There were even 
clowns and a Mariachi band at the party! 

  The Joy team, comprised of ten members from 
different Canadian Reformed Churches near Edmonton, 
Alberta returned home on July 13. They managed to get 
a lot accomplished while they were here. The biggest 
project was pouring a section of the third floor roof of 
the boys’ dorm. The team also poured a concrete slab 
for a parking lot by the boys’ dorm. The team held two 
vacation bible school classes for the kids where the 
team shared a bible story, a skit, some songs, and a 
craft with the kids. For the mid-week church service, the 
team visited a small Presbyterian church that has about 
25 people attending. The elders were very welcoming 
and we had a good time of fellowship with them.

Children’s Services) a plan to go to the beach was put 
in motion. For many, this was the 1st time for them to 
see the ocean. The time was much like Christian Camp, 
with the days starting and ending with devotions and 
other team activities filling the day. Just the change of 
routine was revival in itself. While there, Pan de Vida also 
had a Baptism for a few of the children who have made 
professions in their faith in Jesus Christ.
    In other news, Pan de Vida had presented the need 
for a new boy’s dorm to a local supplier here in Mexico. 
Approval of the project has been confirmed and we 
are looking forward to starting the construction in 
the fall of this year on the adjacent property that had 
been purchased for this reason. This company has 
also partnered with the Pan de Vida transition houses 
through a job training and secondary education 
program. The company covers the tuition for the youth 
to attend University and also employs them part time 
at their business for job experience. While this program 
is still in infancy, we can already see the positive impact 
it has on the older children of the Orphanage. It has 
stirred a desire in them and is teaching them that if 
they study hard and apply themselves that they too 
can have this opportunity. Another testimony that God 
does have plans for them. Plans that give them hope 
and offer them a future.

Update from Dulce Refugio
by Jeremy Van Beelen

On July 5th Dulce Refugio turned 10 years old. 
What a milestone! God is good! On July 15th was 

when we had the grand celebration. Many companies 
donated items for this event, from the hall, the food, the 

to play with dolls, play house, and play hide and seek. 
Her favourite food is pizza! Hugo loves to play soccer, 
write stories, and play freeze tag. His favourite food is 
pizza. The twins will be going to grade 2 this fall and 
both are excited to start school. We do not know much 
of their background but from what we have gathered 
from the children is that their mother is in prison and 
they are unaware of their father´s whereabouts. Would 
you stand with us in prayer for these three sweet young 
people as they continue to adjust to their new life here in 
the orphanage? Thank you once again for your prayers 

for all the children and volunteers at Dulce Refugio.

Update from Pan de Vida
by Bobbi Maxwell

This year, we will have some of our high school 
students that are academic achievers, assisting the 

teachers in the morning classes. Then in the afternoon, 
they will be students in their high school classes. We 
have so many children that arrive with little or no 
education and several who need special attention. We 
are hoping this will allow the teachers to have diversity 
to do group teaching and implement some one on one 
tutoring when needed along the way.
    One of the highlights of the summer was a vacation 
to the beach near Puerto Vallarta. The administration at 
Pan de Vida knows that the summers can drag on and 
become monotonous for the children. Early in the year, 
they started making plans to do something special. In 
the communication with DIF Corregidora (the Mexican 

Update from Esperanza para Ti
by Dionisio Mares - our newest orphanage

The president of DIF (social services), visited in July 
Esperanza para Ti, to know the facilities, and to 

determine if they would financial support the purchase 
of the property (Esperanza para Ti has paid about a third 
of the cost of the land where the orphanage is located. 
They need financial support to pay the rest within two 
years). She had a tour of the facilities to learn about 
different projects that the orphanage is involved in. 
At the end of the tour, two of our girls shared some 
moving words of thanks, and encouraged the President 
to continue to support the House.

   On July 2 all the children of Esperanza Para Ti went 
to a local water park (it is next door to the orphanage) 
to celebrate the end of the school year. We give thanks 
to God for the completion of the school year with 
very good grades from some of our children. As part 
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